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lecture performance

part of Etna Artistic Research Center
at n0dine

Brussels, Belgium

Performers:
Michael Walk, Gabriel Huth, Julia Walk, 
Janina Hoffmann

Images:
conte potuto

post-volcanic strategies 
for artistic survival

Majakowski:
In poetical work there are only a few general rules on 
how to begin. And these rules are pure convention. Like 
in chess, the first moves are almost always the same. But 
already from the next move you start to think of a new 
attack. Even the most inspired move cannot be used 
in the next game. Only it‘s unexpectedness defeats the 
opponent.

conte potuto:
What is the new attack?
And who is the opponent?

Etna Artistic Research Center:
“How many rocks do we have to remove before Etna is 
no longer a mountain?” was conte potutos main research 
question that lead to their performative installation in 
the show FUOCO at White Garage Gallery in Catania in 
2022. The fire of the collective found new sparks when 
they encountered Eva H., a filmmaker whose carri-
er-bag-camera practice led to new explorations around 
the fiery mountain. The results is presented in the perfor-
mance “post vulcanic strategies for artistic survival”.
They took the last rock. Here it is. Etna is no longer a 
mountain.







participating artist 
invited by conte potuto:
Mme Psychosis, Jonathan Dellago, 
DJ Diamond, Kurt-7, Cay, Tachnypnoe, 
a.pet, aksiseda, Gruppe Bussi, DJ Anina, 
Schlomo Pankreas und Konsorten, Ina Rose

2022/23
bistro and pirate radio station

at the former Wiener Kaufmannschaft 
Vienna

„inside the building made of bricks, conte potuto 
built a gas station out of wood and cardboard. it 
was equipped with basic sound equipment as well 
as a kitchen unit and so became the temporary 
home for the radio station “Radio Billie Blitz” 
and the bistro “Bistu Billie Blitztro”. during three 
weeks, conte potuto and various other artists were 
using it as a space to host radioshows, live-con-
certs, raves, performances, cooking and serving 
food.
everything audible from inside the gas station was 
transmitted live over fm broadcasting. the visitors 
were offered to wear car costumes and tune the 
built-in radios to fm 108, Radio Billie Blitz’s fre-
quency. Bistu Billie Blitztro equipped them with 
hand- and homemade snacks and drinks before 
they took their cruise through the whole show, 
creating traffic jams on the hallway, annoyingly 
blocking the view on other artworks and carrying 
Billie Blitz’s sound out in the world.“

Radio Billie Blitz



left: DJ-Set by Kurt-7
right: live concert by Mme Psychosis

car costumes with bulit-in radios tuned to 
the frequency of Radio Billie Blitz





2022
performative installation

 at White Garage Gallery
Catania

FUOCO

Several transformation cycles at once.
Every potato being thrown in the crater is spit out 
as approximately 13 belgian fries. 
Gustave Demoen is flemish and he loves Etna.
The substractive process the potato heap experi-
enced, questioned the existence of the volcano. 
When is it no longer a heap? 
When is Etna no longer a mountain? 
Catania in June is a crater. 
After consumption the wrapping paper is stained 
with mayonese (Crema di Etna) and ketchup (Suc-
co di Etna) and mounted on the garage-wall. 
If mounted in the right order, a filmstill appears. 
After every succesfull potato cycle, the gara-
ge-doors are turned into benches in a festive man-
ner. 
Gustave‘s essayfilm on Etna is being projected.







2019
sculpture, installation

at Phoenix Athens Gallery
Athens, Greece

Year of the Pig 

From the end of 2018, Conte Potuto was on a residency in Athens. 
For three weeks we lived in a flat in Exarchia. The neighbourhood 
known for its anarchist-autonomous history, where private investors 
are increasingly converting flats into Airbnb holiday apartments, 
thus removing them from the housing market, whose prices are 
rising as a result. Phoenix Athens is located on Askilipou Street, also 
in Exarchia, on the border with the fancy Kolonaki neighbourhood.

Every day we took long walks and collected material. It was just 
after Christmas and the streets were full of packaging boxes. We fol-
lowed the trail of packaging to the port of Piraeus where the boxes 
tumble out of the huge ships bellies. We learned that since 2009, the 
port has been largely owned by the China COSCO Shipping Corpo-
ration. A man with marble dust on his face laughed at us because we 
were carrying so much rubbish. He wished us a Happy New Year in 
English and explained that 2019 is the Year of the Pig according to 
the Chinese calendar and that in Chinese culture the pig represents 
luck, wealth and prosperity. At sunset, we made our way back to the 
city centre, deposited the material we had found in the gallery and 
walked to Syntagma Square to watch the fireworks.

We opened an exhibition entitled „Year of the Pig“ in the gallery. 
From the exhibition space on the ground floor, a staircase led up to 
the first floor and directly into the sculpture. A narrow tunnel, built 
of cardboard and wood, screwed together, stapled and painted yel-
low. Dimmed light fell through structured glass. After several twists 
and turns, at the end of the tunnel, there was a peephole set into the 
wall. The peephole offered a wide-angle bird’s-eye view of a simply 
furnished bedroom that corresponded to the standard of an Athens 
Airbnb flat.







conte potuto 2025


